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QURBAN  PROJECT  2016 

 

 (Currency stated in Rupees) 

 
I hereby submit my Report in respect of  Qurban  meat distributed during Haj festival  in 2016. 

 

1. FUNDS 

The SLMRA(UK) remitted Pounds 2,300/- which yielded Rs. 439,300/- and was credited on 5.9.2016.  

 

Funds utilized were as follows. 

 

    SLMRA(UK) Account at Bank of Ceylon                  441,347.00 

    Local Contributions – Nuski Mohamed (14 shares)      80,000.00 

                                        Mrs. Sithy Nuzah Macan Markar (7 shares)    40,000.00 

                                        Falih Caffoor       30,000.00 

                                        Ali Azeez          7,000.00   

                                

   Contributions from Canada:-  

   (Shares represent a person from each family)  

         A.G.A. Barrie (7 shares)      45,087.00 

                                      Imthyaz Hameed (1 share)        6,441.00 

                Mansoor Samsudeen (10 shares)     64,410.00 

          Ashfaque Nalim (1 share)        6,441.00  

          Razvi Azeez (5 shares)      32,205.00 

                                      Mohamed Iqbal Merchant (28 shares)   180,348.00 

                                      Dilshan Mohamed (3 shares)      19,323.00     

                                      Rizwana Nihar (7 shares)      45,087.00 

                                      Fouszdeen (18 shares)                 115,938.00 

           Anees Gafoor (2 shares)      12,882.00 

           Firaz Azeez (9 shares)      57,969.00 

           Dr. Basel Bari (7 shares)      45,087.00 

                                      Rimzy Kuthuibdeen (6 shares)     38,646.00 

                                      Nizar Cassim (3 shares)      19,323.00 

                                      Shiraz Mohideen (7 shares)      45,087.00 

                                      Zareena Hilur (1 share)        6,441.00 

                                      Seyad Mubarak (1 share)        6,441.00 

                                      Wahajuddin Siddique (2 shares)     12,882.00 

                                      Mohamed Afzalally (15 shares)     96,615.00 

 

     Total                             1,455 ,000.00 

                                                                                                                              ========== 

 

    The instructions were to distribute mostly to ethnic refugees, preferably to widows and the disabled.  

 

The usual SLMRA Qurban Appeal and the Newsletter were not published this year. As such I could not appeal to 

others for contributions. 

 

Muslim Hands in UK contributed substantially to SLMRA towards Qurban distribution from 1999 until 2011, which 

were included with their remittances. Muslim Hands too carried out Qurban distribution through their local 

representative. In 2012, due to tax problems, they remitted their contribution of 450,000/- (10 Bulls) to the account at 

Bank of Ceylon locally through their representative. From 2013 they ceased contributing to SLMRA, which was a 

big blow. 
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However, in 2011 the contributions from Canada, initiated by Mr. A.G.A. Barrie, commenced with 316,500/-, 

which increased annually and reached a record figure of 856,653/- in 2016 (717,500/- in 2015). These compensated 

for the loss from Muslim Hands, and we reached the highest Qurban distribution of 1,455,000/- this year. We have 

come a long way since we started the Qurban project in 1994 with 54,500/-, initiated by Mr. Faisal Sulaiman as 

President of SLMRA(UK). We appreciate Mr. Barrie’s support and thank all the contributors. 

 

      Pioneer Qurban Project 
The SLMRA(UK) was formed in August 1990 by a dedicated  band of Sri Lankan Muslims in UK, soon after the         

massacre of a large number of worshippers in the mosques in Kattankudy by the LTTE. There were many such 

incidents in various parts of the East, and in October 1990 the Northern Muslims were evicted. In 1992 a large 

number of Muslims in six border villages of Polonnaruwa in the Mahaweli ‘B’ Zone were massacred. The SLMRA 

collected funds and sent these for assistance to those affected through the Refugee Relief Organisation managed by 

Sir Abdul Ameer, who rendered yeoman service to the refugees until his demise. 

 

In 1992 the SLMRA initiated Zakath and Fitra distribution during Ramazan, which has continued annually until this 

year. I have travelled with Sir Ameer many times to the refugee camps during Ramazan and seen the plight of the 

refugees. Later I travelled on my own with our contacts. In 1994 the Qurban project was initiated during the Haj 

festival. 

 

I have arranged Qurban distribution on behalf of SLMRA since 1994 for 23 years. I would like to recall the 

pioneering days, which are not known to many. When the LTTE evicted the Northern Muslims in October 1990, 

some from the Jaffna Town and some from Mannar found their way to Colombo and were housed in temporary 

camps as follows. 

 

1. Abandoned school in Crow Island, Mattakuliya – 94 families (397 persons) from Jaffna. 

2. Municipal Community Centre, Maligawatte – 25 families (114 persons) from Jaffna.   

3. Municipal Reception Hall, Maligawatte – 11 families (69 persons) from Jaffna 

4. Municipal Community Centre, Kuppiyawatte (Maradana Road) – 27 families (147 persons) from Mannar. 

5. Municipal Community Centre, Wellawatte (Peterson Lane) – 29 families (129 persons) from Jaffna. 

 

At Crow Island, the refugees were living in cadjan sheds. In the other camps they were huddled together, with 

families separated by cloth or by their belongings. The living conditions were appalling, and they have been living 

under these conditions for 4 years. 

 

In 1994, the SLMRA decided to commence Qurban distribution during Haj festival on 22.5.1994, and they insisted 

on personal supervision. I arranged with professional butchers in Maligawatte to slaughter 4 large bulls, and put the 

meat into parcels of 2 to 3 kg. each in the early morning of 23.5.1994 – totally about 600 kg. at an all inclusive cost 

of Rs. 54,500/-. Reza Sulaiman and myself transported the meat in Reza’s vehicle and distributed personally to the 

refugees in the above camps covering 186 families. 

 

Within the next year the Colombo Municipal Council wanted the refugees to vacate, except Crow Island, and they 

moved to Puttalam and Kalpitiya. The refugees in Crow Island remained, and they built wooden houses over the 

years and some with bricks. They constructed a mosque too. The population increased with children born and 

marriages. Some benefactors and the State helped them in various ways. The children went to nearby schools and 

the elders found temporary jobs. We have assisted them during Ramazan and distributed Qurban meat. Few years 

ago Zam Gems and others financed to give electricity connections to the houses. 

 

From 1995 we arranged the distribution of Qurban meat to refugees in Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa Districts and 

thereafter extended to other areas. 

 

 

2.  CRITERIA FOR DISTRIBUTION 

     It was decided to distribute Qurban meat as follows, with the availability of funds. 

 

     (a)   To distribute 1 kg. per family to cover a larger number of families. 

     (b)   To cover the border villages in the Polonnaruwa District.  

 (c)   To cover IDPs who had returned to the Mannar District.    

     (d)   To distribute to those affected in Mutur 

     (e)   To distribute to Jaffna Muslims in the Crow Island camp in Colombo. 

(f) To distribute to IDPs in the Jaffna Town and other areas in the District.  

(g) To distribute to widows in the Puttalam Town who are from Jaffna. 
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3.  DISTRIBUTION 

     The distribution of  Qurban meat was carried out on two days after Eid Festival on 12.9.2016 due to logistical    

      problems. Each family was given about 1 kg. of meat. Our contacts were entrusted with the distribution and it 

     was not possible for me to be present.  

 

(a) Mannar District 

The job was entrusted to S.M. Sahabdeen. The meat packs of about 1 kg. each were distributed per family, 

giving preference to those IDPs who have returned to the Mannar District. The villages selected were in the 

Nanattan and Marichchikaddy areas.  

 

     Families Bulls              Cost 

          

           Nanattan   

           Rasoolputhuveli   130   

           Poovarasankulam     70     
 Aruwankundu      110      

 Ilanthamottai     65   

 Ullankulam     25   

         10  409,750.00 

 Marichchikaddy          

 Kayankuli Hunais Nagar  120   

 Thambatta Musali      86                 

 Sirukkulam     74 

 Musali      65 

 

 

 Total    745   10  409,750.00 

 

                                                                                                             

(b) Polonnaruwa District 

The job was entrusted to S.H.M. Ansar. The distribution was arranged through the Mosques, and 1 kg. of meat 

per family (1.5 kg. in Mahawelithenna) was distributed to widows and poor families.. Mr. Ansar gave funds to 7 

Mosques to select the families and arrange the distribution of Qurban meat. 

Families Bulls  Cost         
             

  Katuwanwila Jummah Mosque, Katuwanwila  65  1  40,000.00 

            Kudapokuna Jummah Mosque, Kudapokuna  68  1              40,000.00 

  Senapura Jummah Mosque, Senapura  65  1              40,000.00 

  Athugala Jummah Mosque, Athugala   70  1  45,000.00 

  Mahawelithenna Jummah Mosque, Mahawelithenna 50  1  40,000.00 

  Markas Jumma Mosque, Kaduruwela   65  1  40,000.00 

  Mohideen Jummah Mosque (Green Masjid) 

                                      Kaduruwela               135  2  85,000.00        

     

  Total                            518                8              330,000.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

     (c)   Muhajireen Camp in Crow Island, Colombo 

            A large bull was purchased for Rs. 85,000/- including expenses, and the meat was divided into packs of     

            about  1 kg.  each, and  distributed  to  127  families, who had come from  Jaffna in 1990 and have  since  

            been living in this abandoned school. This was arranged by the ‘Talaivar’ K.M. Kamaldeen.  

 

    (d)   Mutur 

           The  assistance  of  Mr.  K.M.H. Akbar was sought. A total  of  4 bulls costing  Rs. 230,.000/-  (including      

           expenses)  were selected  and  slaughtered. The distribution  of  315 kg.  meat  to widows and needy was  

           arranged by the Co-ordinating  Centre for Community Development in  Mutur. The meat was  packeted   

           into parcels of 1 kg. each and distributed to each family as follows.  

 

           Arafa Nagar resettled area    215 families 

           Shafi Nagar area         25   

           Mutur Grand Mosque area         75 

            

           Total      315 families 
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   (e)    Jaffna and Puttalam Districts  

The distribution of Qurban meat in the Jaffna and Puttalam Districts of 1 kg. for each family was arranged by 

M.S. Raheem of the YMMA. 

             Families  Bulls                  Cost 

 

Moor Street, Pommaveli - Jaffna  

Chemma Street, Jaffna Town        

Chavakacheri     400  5  232,500.00   

Mankumpan          

Kilinochchi Town areas     120  2    95,000.00 

Nachchikuda, Kilinochchi            

   

Puttalam Town – widows from Jaffna     70  1    47,250.00 

 

Total      590  8  374,750.00 

           =========  

 

 4.     SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS 

 

Mannar District – Bulls     409,750.00 

                              Transport and other expenses    20,250.00  430,000.00 

                                  

Polonnaruwa District – Bulls and expenses      330,000.00 

    

           Colombo, Crow Island  –  Bulls and expenses            85,000.00  

 

           Mutur District – Bulls and expenses       230,000.00 

 

           Jaffna and Puttalam Districts  - Bulls    374,750.00 

                                                               Transport and Expenses     5,250.00  380,000.00                              

                  

           Total                                 1,455,000.00 

                     ===========           

         Photographs taken at  various places are shown in the Annex. 

 

 5.     COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

The collection of funds and distribution of Qurban meat this year covered 2,295 families, as compared to 3,013 

families in 2015. The SLMRA contributions were slightly higher than in the previous year. The larger funds from 

Canada and other sources were helpful and the total spent was higher at Rs. 1,455,000/- as compared to Rs. 

1,280,000/- in 2015.  

 

The cost of bulls in Colombo are usually higher than those in the outstations. The number of total bulls 

slaughtered was 31 as compared to 35 in 2015 mainly due to higher prices of  bulls. This year the demand for bulls 

was greater. The unit cost of meat in Mutur was higher than in the other areas. 

 

It is disappointing to see that there is hardly any change in the status-quo of many of the displaced Muslims, some 

are still languishing in refugee camps away from their homelands for the last 26 years.  Many families have 

returned to Mannar and Jaffna Districts. In Mannar houses have been provided by Qatar, Kuwait, India, some 

NGOs and other benefactors.  

 

The Jaffna Muslims are still clamouring for housing and other facilities, but the new Government with a new 

Minister of Rehabilitation and Resettlement has so far not done anything tangible, although 7 years have passed 

since the LTTE was defeated in 2009. All the Governments favoured the Tamils to be on the good side of the UN 

and the International community, and gave step-motherly treatment to the Muslims, in particular the Jaffna 

Muslims, who have no leader to fight for them. But few individuals have had discussions with the Minister for 

Resettlement, and there are some positive signs. 

 

Be that as it may, a large number of Muslim Ministers and Advisers are from the East and South, and they are not 

bothered about the Northern IDPs. The Northern Muslim IDPs have many problems to be resolved after being 

thrown out bodily 26 years ago for no fault on their part.  Hon. Rishard Bathiudeen is looking after the Mannar 

IDPs since he is from Mannar and was a victim of the eviction of Muslims in October 1990. The Jaffna Muslims 

are scattered all over and have become a forgotten people. 
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In this scenario it is disheartening and pathetic that there is no leadership nor statesmanship in the Muslim 

community, despite the presence of a large number of Muslim Cabinet, State and Deputy Ministers and 

Advisers, leave aside unity. There have been many articles written about the plight of the Muslim IDPs, 

which were highlighted in my Report in 2015.  

 

Inshah Allah, with a new Minister in charge for Rehabilitation and Resettlement, who is a level headed Tamil, it is 

hoped that he will resolve the problems of the Muslim IDPs. Now there is a Muslim Minister for Muslim 

Affairs, and we hope that he will resolve the problems of the Muslim IDPs.  

 

 

 

 

 

M. ALI AZEEZ 

Co-ordinator for SLMRA(UK) in Sri Lanka 

 

8th October 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 of 8 



 

 

Appendix 
 

          
     Aruwankundu, Mannar                                                     Ilanthamottai, Mannar 

 

         
                     Kayankuli Hunais Nagar, Mannar                                           Rasoolputhuveli, Mannar 

                 

         
                             Thambatta Musali, Mannar                                              Poovarasankulam, Mannar     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

         

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Ullankulam, Mannar 
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                    Musali, Mannar                     Poovarasankulam, Mannar                        Puttalam Town 

                                 

 

       
                              Moor Street, Jaffna                                                         Pommaveli, Jaffna 

 

           
                                    Kilinochchi, Jaffna                                           Mahawelithenna, Polonnaruwa 
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          Senapura, Polonnaruwa                                    Mahawelithenna, Polonnaruwa 

 

           
                              Katuwanwila, Polonnaruwa                                       Katuwanwila, Polonnaruwa 

                  

 

 
Mutur – Packeting Meat for Distribution 
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